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hilosophy, cosmology and the sublime 
beauty of the works of michelangelo, rodin 
and Bernini are the inspiration from which 
ira reines draws to create his profound 
sculptural thesis on the relationships of order 

and chaos to man and 
divinity.

in 1980, the iconic father of art Deco 
and master artist romain de tirtoff—
better known as erté—aspired to have 
his beautiful drawings and paintings 
realized as sculpture.  having no 
sculptural experience, erté sought out 
a sculptor whose talent and sculptural 
ability would faithfully translate those 
two-dimensional works into sublimely 
beautiful three dimensional bronzes.  

he selected ira reines, an award-winning young sculptural 
prodigy whose talent and passion impressed erté.

reines collaborated closely with erté for eleven years, 
translating the master’s celebrated two-dimensional couture 
designs into a series of seventy bronze sculptures.  those 
sculptures were distributed world-wide and reside in the 
collections of well-known museums including Great Britain’s 
Victoria and albert museum, New York’s metropolitan museum 
of art, coral springs museum in Florida, and the shanghai 
Duolun museum of modern art in shanghai, china.

upon erté’s passing in 1990, reines returned to his own 
sculptural vision exploring the relationship between man and 
the cosmos, order and chaos and the sublime divine beauty 
that arises from it.  Over decades of seclusion, meditation 
and introspection, he evolved the sculpting style known as 
“sculptural etherealism”—delicate and intricately formed 
ÀJXUHV�RI�QHDU�SHUIHFW�EHDXW\��HPHUJLQJ�DV�LI�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�
creation, replete with splendor and spirituality arising from the 
intricate relationships between order and chaos—beauty born 
of chaos, form created from formlessness.

P
“Arising from chaos, my sculptures 
embody spiritual beauty, a sense of 
DVFHQVLRQ��JUDFH��ÁLJKW��DZDNHQLQJ��

and rebirth that is a metaphor  
for divinity.”

Master sculptor Ira Reines  
ZLWK�KLV�FRQFHSW�RI�6FXOSWXUDO�(WKHUHDOLVP�
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��ira reines was born in New York, New York on December 3, 1957 and by 
the age of five his sculptural talents began to emerge.

��at nineteen, one of reines’ sculptures caught the eye of the director 
of the medallic art company of Danbury, connecticut who offered him 

employment sculpting medallions.

�� reines studied the works of michelangelo, Bernini, and rodin most 
passionately and even had the good fortune to experience their 
masterpieces first-hand in rome and Florence when he was twenty, a very 

inspiring experience.
 
��in 1980, ira reines was hired to work with art Deco master erté, considered 
by many as the father of art Deco. ira worked closely with erté, translating 
the master’s two-dimensional designs into seventy bronze sculptures that 

were sold world-wide.

�� in 1991, after erté’s death, reines’ skills and personal style in fine art 
sculpting began to evolve, undergoing a metamorphosis from classical 

mythological themes to more contemporary ones. 

�� in 1998, ira reines lost both of his parents. he began to channel and 
transform that pain into positive energy by creating beautiful sculptures 
featuring the ascension and re-birth of the human spirit, the soul’s eternal 

flight with divinity and love out of chaos. 

��&XUUHQWO\��such notables as elizabeth taylor, elton John, Johnny carson, 
Barbara streisand, the metropolitan museum of art in New York, the 
smithsonian in Washington D.c., southern Nevada museum of Fine art in 
las Vegas, and the Victoria and albert museum in london have sculptural 
pieces created by ira reines while in association with the famous art Deco 
master erté, but his most notable placement is his bronze “Neptune” which 
is on permanent display on the grounds of the society of the Four arts in 

West palm Beach, Florida.

�� � ,Q� ������ D� ZHDOWK\� 5HLQHV� FROOHFWRU� GRQDWHG� WKH� PRQXPHQWDO� ZRUN�
“aurora” to Gardner-Webb university in North carolina as part of their gift 
of the university’s new student center.  “aurora” is permanently installed at 

the main entrance to the center.

chronology
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Sculptures that Reines had created during his association with 
Art Deco Master Erté may be found in the collections of such notables as:

���$FWUHVV�(OL]DEHWK�7D\ORU
���6LQJHU�(OWRQ�-RKQ

���)RUPHU�7DON�VKRZ�+RVW�-RKQQ\�&DUVRQ
���6LQJHU�$FWUHVV�%DUEDUD�6WUHLVDQG

Museums and Public Installations:
���9LFWRULD�	�$OEHUW�0XVHXP��/RQGRQ��(QJODQG�

���0HWURSROLWDQ�0XVHXP�RI�$UW��1HZ�<RUN��1HZ�<RUN�³��
the largest museum in the united states, their artwork collection of two million pieces 

includes erté’s works while collaborating with reines.
���0XVHXP�������7RN\R��-DSDQ�³�$�-DSDQHVH�PXVHXP�ZLWK�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�(UWp�

created by reines that exceeds in quantity the number of pieces 
held by the metropolitan museum of art.  

���)RXU�$UWV�*DUGHQV�³�$������KHURLF�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�,UD�%UXFH�5HLQHV·�VFXOSWXUH�WLWOHG�
“Neptune” is part of the collection of this botanical garden in palm Beach, Florida which 

features the phillip hulitar sculpture Garden and the esther B. O’Keefe art Gallery.
���6KDQJKDL�'RXOXQ�0XVHXP�RI�0RGHUQ�$UW�³�7KLV�PXVHXP���ZKLFK�LV�DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�

Doland mOma the only government supported modern art museum in the people’s 
republic of china, has accepted reines sculpture as part of their  

permanent collection.
���´$XURUDµ�³�*DUGQHU�:HEE�8QLYHUVLW\��%RLOLQJ�6SULQJ��1&�

���6RXWKHUQ�1HYDGD�0XVHXP�RI�)LQH�$UW��/DV�9HJDV��1HYDGD�

notable collections“Neptune”

“Aurora”

Reines and Erté
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a guiding principle behind the “sculptural 
etherealism” of master sculptor ira reines is that 
there is no beauty or order without chaos since 
chaos is the precursor to creation itself. true to 
that concept, reines bronze thesis “sculptural 

etherealism” effects the creation of visual essays 
that eloquently articulate divine order and 

beauty arising from the divine disorder of chaos, 
in a uniquely and universally significant way.

in the spirit of “sculptural etherealism”, reines sculpts 
delicate and intricately formed figures of sublime beauty, 

emerging from chaos and disorder as if in the spiritual 
process of becoming and awakening into order, form and 

enlightenment. 

his masterful interpretations of “sculptural etherealism” go 
beyond their exquisite beauty to address humanity’s quest 

for faith, love, inspiration, hope and an understanding 
of our place within the vastness of the universe and the 

fullness of time.

“My art has a spiritual beauty, a sense of ascension, grace, 
flight, awakening, and rebirth that is significant and rare. It 

is vital to me that it conveys beauty and the juxtaposition of 
order and chaos as metaphors for divinity.” – ira reines 

sculptural etherealism
the art OF ira reiNes
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my art depicts the human spirit in a mythic state of “becoming”, of “awakening”, 
that is the culminating moment of spiritual transcendence when the soul becomes 
RQH�ZLWK�HWHUQLW\�DV�LW�HPHUJHV�IURP�WKH�HOHPHQWDO�VWUDWD�RI�ÀUH��VWRQH��RFHDQ��DQG�
ZLQG��,W�LV�D�GDQFH�RI�GLYLQLW\�DQG�FKDRV��WKH�EUHDWK�RI�GHVLUH�DV�LW�ULVHV�LQ�D�ÁLJKW�RI�

graceful ascension.

,�VHH�WKH�LQÀQLWHO\�H[SDQGLQJ�XQLYHUVH�DV�EHLQJ�VDWXUDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�IRUFH�RI�LQWHQWLRQ��
WKH�VRXO�RI�ORYH�HYHU�\HDUQLQJ��DQG�DQ�HWHUQDO�ÁLJKW�RI�DZDNHQLQJ��,Q�P\�VFXOSWXUHV�
WKHVH�FRQFHSWV�WDNH�RQ�LGHDOL]HG�JRG�JRGGHVV�IRUPV��WKH�PDOH��FUHDWLRQDO�IRUFHV��

VXUJLQJ�DQG�LQYLRODWH��WKH�IHPDOH��\LHOGLQJ��VHQVXDO��JHQWOH��DQG�FRPSDVVLRQDWH��
their combined threads weave the myriad planes of light and love and Divinity. 

artist statement



WORLD RENOWNED ARTIST IRA REINES AWARDED THE GOLD MEDAL FROM MONDIAL 
ART ACADEMY 

Ira Reines wins top award for bronze sculpture in the 
Sculpture category at Mondial Art Academy 

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. (February 25, 2021) — Ira 
Reines, world renowned master sculptor, represented 
by Masterpiece Publishing and Winn Slavin Fine Art of 
Beverly Hills, was awarded the gold medal in 
Sculpture from the Mondial Art Academy. With tens of 
thousands of notable artists competing, many of whom 
were professionals who submitted multiple pieces, the 
competition was stiffer than ever. Overall, there were 
45 international judges who reviewed the works and 
granted the awards.  

“Arising from chaos, my sculptures embody spiritual 
beauty, a sense of ascension, grace, flight, awakening, 
and rebirth that is a metaphor for divinity.” 

Ira Reines’ work is featured at both Winn Slavin Fine 
Art galleries in Beverly Hills, CA including a new 
location on the famed Rodeo Drive. 

### 

About Ira Reines: Philosophy, cosmology and the sublime beauty of the works of 
Michelangelo, Rodin and Bernini are the inspiration from which Ira Reines draws to create 
his profound sculptural thesis on the relationships of order and chaos to man and divinity.  

Over decades of seclusion, meditation and introspection, Reines evolved the sculpting 
style known as “Sculptural Etherealism”—delicate and intricately formed figures of near-
perfect beauty, emerging as if in the process of creation, replete with splendor and 
spirituality arising from the intricate relationships between order and chaos—beauty born 
of chaos, form created from formlessness. 

 



© 2016 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

15

lost wax process

Step #0 – Clay
the artist starts with a vision of the creation and then transforms the clay 
into the Original sculpture. 

Step #1 – Silicon Master Mold
at the foundry, the clay is cut into sections. a rubber or rubber-like mold 
is made for each section from the clay. today this tends to be a two part 
cold pour silicon based formula.

Step #2 – Wax
hot wax is poured into each silicon master mold section which creates 
D�ZD[�SRVLWLYH��7KH�ZD[�LV�FRPSOHWHO\�KDQG�UHZRUNHG�WR�HOLPLQDWH�ÁDZV�
and the sculptor personally undertakes this stage. Wax rods called sprues 
are then melted into place to create an arterial system around each 
section  so that molten bronze will run into every crevice and sculptural 
detail.

Step #3 – Disposable Ceramic-Sand Mold
the wax is “invested” or coated with layers of ceramic-shell (grains of 
sands) to form a harder ceramic-mold “Disposable”. under high heat 
the wax is melted out of the shell creating a hollow negative space 
within the shell (hence the ‘lost Wax’ terminology).

Step #4 – Raw Bronze
molten Bronze is poured into the hardened ceramic-mold to produce 
the art. When cool, the ceramic-mold is chipped away to attain the 
“raw” bronze work. then the bronze arterial sprue system is sawed away 
from the sculpture.

Step #5 – Final
the sections of the sculpture are welded back into place to form the 
shape of the Original clay sculpture. Next, all seams, interstices, sprue 
PRXQGV��KROHV�HWF��DUH�ÀOHG��ZHOGHG��SRXQGHG�RXW�RI�WKH�PHWDO�LQ�WKH�
SURFHVV�NQRZQ�DV�´FKDVLQJ�µ�7KH�ÀQLVKHG�ZRUN�LV�VDQG�EODVWHG�DQG�WKH�
art of the patina (a formulation developed by the sculptor as to the acid 
IRUPXODWLRQ�ZKLFK�JLYHV�EURQ]H�LWV�ÀQDO�OXVWHU�DQG�FRORU��LV�DSSOLHG�
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the process used to create lucite sculptures is quite 
a radical departure from that used to cast bronze. 
the process and the utilization of the mold are very 
unforgiving, for unlike bronze casting, lucite material 
cannot be added after casting. 

During the pre-molding phase, a clay or plaster original 
initially undergoes a series of precision scans by a cGi 
(computer generated imaging) expert. these will be 
used in the creation of a plaster or epoxy positive that 
FRQWDLQV�DOO�RI�WKH�QXDQFHV�WKDW�DUH�WR�EH� LQ�WKH�ÀQDO�
sculpture. 

1H[W� D�PROG� LV� FDVW� RI� D� ÁH[LEOH� SURSULHWDU\�PDWHULDO�
under high pressure and is checked and double 
FKHFNHG�WR�DVVXUH�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�QR�ÁDZV��7KH�DFU\OLF�
or lucite is then screened for imperfections in a clean 
room before uV agents are introduced and the material 
emulates the consistency of cold honey. 

this prepared material is carefully poured into the mold 
which is then pressurized to insure that even the smallest 
FUHYLFHV� DUH� ÀOOHG� EHIRUH� WKH�PDWHULDO� LV� FXUHG� XVLQJ�
a combination of heat and pressure. the completed 
sculpture has an opaque appearance before precision 
sanding and hand polishing gives the work a crystal-
OLNH�FODULW\��$V�D� ÀQDO� VWHS�� VXUIDFHV� WR�EH� IURVWHG�DUH�
blasted with a mixture of glass and aluminum.

lucite casting process


